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25 Cents

$30 Million Later
Specialty care
helps reshape
Inova Mt. Vernon
Hospital.

Looking Back
Inova Health System had con-

sidered relocating Mt. Vernon
Hospital.

“From 1980 – 2000, Mt.
Vernon Hospital was losing mil-
lions of dollars annually,” said
Don Harris, Inova consultant in
government relations.

“As recently as the year 2001
we were still losing money and
began a plan to capture patient
admissions coming from the
growing communities in Lorton,
Burke, and Woodbridge.” “We
also were looking to expand our
outpatient service offerings to
those communities south and
west of Route 1.” “This led to our
thinking that it may make sense
to relocate the present hospital
site to somewhere south in order
to make it more convenient to
those targeted areas.” However,
once the Mt. Vernon community
realized what was in the works, a
citizen task force was immedi-
ately formed to suggest ways to
keep Mt. Vernon Hospital at its
present site, and to express their
opposition to the relocation plan.
Supervisor Gerry Hyland said in a
recent interview: “Mt.Vernon
Hospital is an enormously impor-
tant anchor of the community
and we did not want to see it re-
located.” Hyland said that his
involvement in preventing the
move of Mt. Vernon Hospital to
another site is one of his most im-
portant efforts during his tenure
as Mt. Vernon supervisor.

See Specialty Care,  Page 6

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

O
ver the last five years,
Inova Mount Vernon
Hospital has rebounded

along with a new emphasis in spe-
cialty care.

Responding to the community’s
concerns and commitment to
Mount Vernon Hospital, Inova’s
planners took steps to expand spe-
cialty offerings in behavioral
health, rehabilitation, joint re-
placement, recruit additional doc-
tors, renovate the hospital design
to accommodate the new empha-
sis, and to reach out for referrals
in the northern Virginia region.

The shift in emphasis from pro-
viding only traditional community
hospital inpatient medical and sur-
gical services to include specialty
services, and recruiting additional
doctors in the region has improved
the financial outlook of the hospi

They’re Fresh Out of College
New teachers in Mount
Vernon pursue their dreams.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
J
e
f
f
r
e
y
 
A

a
r
o

n
 
/
T

h
e
 
A

l
m

a
n

a
c

By Jeffrey Aaron

The Gazette

W
hen Katie Rippy was five-years-old, she
lined her stuffed animals in a row and
recited the alphabet. They didn’t get it.

When her twin brother and sister were born, she sat
them down too and tried to teach them how to mul-
tiple and divide. They didn’t get it either. But those
“classes” she conducted early on were the defining
moment she knew she wanted to be a teacher.

Fresh out of James Madison University with a
bachelor’s Interdisciplinary Social Sciences (minor
in Secondary Education and History) and master’s
in Secondary Education (endorsement in Social Stud-
ies), the 23-year-old is one of a handful of new teach-
ers in Mount Vernon.

Ribby, who grew up in Springfield, teaches world
history and geography to sophomores and U.S. and
Virginia history to juniors and some seniors at Mount
Vernon High School.

“I’ve been asked by some employees who know

Katie Rippy started “teaching” when she
was five-years-old. Now with bachelor’s
and master’s degrees to her credit, this
23-year-old is making a career of it. She
just started at Mount Vernon High School.

I’m a teacher whether I have my hall pass,” she said
Saturday.

But she isn’t asked that question by her students.
“While there is only a small age difference between

‘Eyes on
Nature’

L
ast week on Thursday evening,
artist members of the Botanical
Art Society of the National Capi
tal Area hosted the opening of

the exhibition “Eyes on Nature” at River
Farm. Fifteen artists work is currently dis-
played. The work was juried by Lillian
Fitzgerald or Lillian Fitzgerald Fine Art
in Alexandria. River Farm is located at
7931 East Boulevard Drive off the George
Washington Parkway in South Alexandria.
Exhibit is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Exhibit coordinator Kathleen Brahney and
society president Pamela Mason.

“One Pear” by Berit
Robertson“Datura” by Vicki Malone

“Pink Peony” by Karen
Coleman
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Hyland Raises Concerns
About River Weeds
W

ater plants have liter-
ally grown into being
a nuisance and pos-

sible safety hazard this year for
those who live and recreate along
the Potomac River, according to
Mount Vernon Supervisor Gerry
Hyland (D).

Watermen and people who live
along the water in Mount Vernon
told Hyland that hydrilla is spread-
ing faster in the Potomac’s coves
and bays than they have seen in
several years.

One Wessynton Community resi-

dent said hydrilla had become so
thick in Little Hunting Creek that
it is difficult for boaters to navi-
gate. This resident also worried
that the plants make it dangerous
for people who decide to swim in
these areas, wrote Hyland in a
board matter he presented to the
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors Monday, Sept. 14.

Since the 1980s, the United
State Army Corps of Engineers has
cleared hydrilla growing in several
local creeks as part of aquatic plant

See River Weeds,  Page 6

See New Teachers,  Page 4
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News

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

A
pproximately 50 people attended
last week’s Mount Vernon Coun-
cil of Citizens Associations meet-
ing, including 27 association

presidents, who voted on proposed changes
to the county’s Comprehensive Plan.

With one exception, the votes were near
unanimous. The council’s nominations will
be sent to the county planning and zoning
office for their review and analysis, and
eventually will be sent to the Planning Com-
mission for its review and consideration.
The Planning Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing next year on the nominations
prior to forwarding their recommended
changes to the Comprehensive Plan to the
Board of Supervisors. Here are the vote re-
sults:
North Gateway Community Business
Center:

Proposal: Multi-functional large-scale
gateway to Mt. Vernon District with Visi-
tors Center.

Vote: 26 yes; 0 no; 1 abstention
Kings Crossing/Penn Daw Community

Business Center:
Proposal: Mixed-use town center with no

“big box” type retail store such as Walmart,
which has expressed an interest in the site.

Vote: 26 yes; 0 no; 1 abstention
Mt. Vernon Governmental Center Cam-

pus:
Proposal: To consolidate all the public

facilities; expand such public facilities
where appropriate, but promote a campus-
like setting which maximizes green space.
This includes the Inova Mount Vernon

Hospital; Whitman Middle School;
Sherwood Library; Mt. Vernon Governmen-
tal Center which houses the Supervisor’s
offices and the Police Station; the Fire &
Rescue Station; and the Justice Snowden
Farm on Parkers Lane.

Vote: 22 yes; 1 no; 5 abstentions
Justice Snowden Farm, on Parkers Lane:
Proposal: To allow the construction of two

additional single family homes; and to re-
vise the zoning to be consistent with the
existing covenants.

Smitty’s Lumbertaria, Route 1:
Proposal: To create a village town center

with residential, office, and retail space;
essentially to increase density for this 23
acre site.

Vote: 23 yes; 0 no; 4 abstentions
The former Mt. Vernon High School,
presently leased by the Islamic Saudi Acad-
emy, which is scheduled to move to an-
other part of the county after the lease is
up.

Proposal: Use the existing main build-
ing for educational purposes; utilize part
of the outbuildings space to house non-
profit organizations.

Vote: 22 yes; 1 no; 4 abstentions
Dogue Creek Treatment Plant:
Proposal: Preserve as open space those

areas not in use by the county.
Vote: 22 yes; 0 no; 4 abstentions
Little Hunting Creek Treatment Plant:
Proposal: Develop a nature pathway

and boardwalk if and when the present
use of the pumping station is no longer
being utilized by the county.

Two Stratford residents spoke out in op-
position to the proposal, contending that
the affected neighborhood had not been
sufficiently apprised of the proposal. H. Jay
Spiegel,

one of the two Stratford residents, voiced
his strong objections several times during
the session. An amended vote introduced

by an authorized representative of the
Stratford Landing Civic Association was
defeated: 8 yes; 18 no; and 2 abstentions.
Then the Special Committee’s proposed APR
nomination to the MVCCA President’s
passed by a vote of: 19 yes; 6 no; 2 absten-
tions.

Patrick Rea, co-chair of the MVCCA, said,
“The particular Stratford resident who
voiced repeated concerns during the pre-
sentation of the Special Committee’s pro-
posal at the President’s meeting has no
standing as his Civic Association’s represen-
tative. This meeting was for the Council’s
Presidents to vote on the nominations. How-
ever, if the Stratford Landing Civic Associa-
tion votes to object to the APR nomination
as approved by the Council this evening the
Council will reconsider the APR nomination
proposal.”

Hybla Valley/Gum Springs Community
Business Center:

Proposal: Ensure that whatever is devel-
oped in this region is consistent with the
Little Hunting Creek Watershed Manage-
ment Plan; to utilize low impact develop-
ment practices which will better control
stormwater runoff.

Vote: 22 yes; 2 no; 0 abstentions
Beacon/Groveton Business Center:
Proposal: Any increased density in the

area should be consistent with stormwater
runoff recommendations.

Vote: 22 yes; 0 no; 0 abstentions

EARL FLANAGAN, the Mt. Vernon District
planning commissioner, pointed out re-
cently that this is the first time in recent
memory that the MVCCA has proactively
engaged in a public outreach effort, en-
gaged major stakeholders in a discussion,
and formulated a set of detailed proposals
for changes in the Comprehensive Plan. The
Mount Vernon Council had the benefit of
two expert advisors. They were: Marianne
Gardner, a member of the county’s planning
and zoning staff, and Bruce Leonard, a pro-
fessional real estate planner and analyst in

the private sector who provided pro bono
advice to the Special Committee.

“The Mt. Vernon Council’s effort is a
wonderful example of bringing about a
community bottom-up approach to land
use planning,” said Gardner. “The Coun-
cil requested my office to provide the
Special Committee on Strategic Planning
with technical advice as to how to struc-
ture the proposals, explain how the com-
prehensive plan works, help the partici-
pants understand the planning nomen-
clature, what is eligible for nomination
and what isn’t, and how to do the re-
search.”

Leonard said, “I helped to organize the
Charette. …. All in all it was a positive

experience … when the [public outreach
and planning] process is applied appropri-
ately it is a consensus building exercise. ….
As a result the Committee’s APR nomina-
tions were very responsible and have a good
chance of being considered seriously ... and
the communities’ affected will be the ben-
eficiary over the next several years.”

Mount Vernon residents Bob and Donna Crandall joined the Tea Party
march this past week. As the sign indicates, the participants marched
in opposition to the Obama administration use of tax dollars and
other policies.

Mount Vernon residents Greg and Judy Gandee, and his daughter-in-
law, Meagen  Gandee participate in the Tea Party on the mall where
they marched with others to share their opinion of the Obama admin-
istration.
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Joining the Tea Party
On Capitol Hill

Council Approves Land Use Changes
Proposals now go to
Planning Commission.

“… if the Stratford Landing
Civic Association votes to
object to the APR
nomination as approved by
the Council this evening the
Council will reconsider the
APR nomination proposal.”

— Patrick Rea, co-chair, MVCCA
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for probably as long as you’ve
lived in Alex. My wife and I grew
up here. I’m a finish carpenter
w/28 yrs. experience.
My work is meticulous, and I

take great pride in completing
jobs on time, and on budget. Let
me give you a quote on that

project or repair you’re thinking about. My prices are reflective of the times.

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
Licensed • Bonded • Insured.

References Upon Request.
Cell: 703.403.2994   Ofc: 703.684.5215

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

I’m Phillip Norris - Your Alex Neighbor

Eric Kopacz is fresh out of college and teaches fourth
graders at Waynewood Elementary School.

New Teachers Pursue Their Dreams
News

From Page 1

me and my students, college
makes that age difference irrel-
evant. [I’m] at a different level
because of the education. The only
worry that I have is that I look
young,” she said.

While at JMU, Rippy was told
by some instructors and even vet-
eran teachers that she had to be
tough on the first
day of school.

“Don’t smile.
Be stern. Show
them you mean
business they
said. But that
isn’t my style.
That’s just not
who I am,” she
said.

Instead, Rippy and her students
talked. “We got to know each
other.”

Last week at the end of the first
week of school, no one was ask-
ing whether she had taught before.
“They said it seems like I’ve been
doing this forever.”

BEFORE Eric Kopacz entered
Shippensburg University in Penn-
sylvania, he knew he wanted to
help people.

“I had a choice: to become a
politician or a teacher. Seeing that
politicians hurt more than help, I
decided on teaching,” said the 22-
year-old, who also began his first
year of teaching last Monday at
Waynewood Elementary.

“Seeing kids learn and watching
them grow is what I wanted to do,”
he said.

But his first day of fourth grade

teaching was unlike anything he
learned in the three and one-half
years in college.

“They said ‘you have to be flex-
ible,’ but what does ‘flexible’
mean? I found out on my first day.
Lunch starts at this time,” he said
pointing to his watch. “It ends at
this time. Everybody leaves at this
time. You need to roll with the

punches. Let it
happen and roll
with the
punches.”

During the first
week of school,
he was sleeping
on an air mattress
in the laundry
room of his
sister’s house.
One of his stu-

dents asked him why he looked
tired. “I told him if he tried sleep-
ing on an air mattress for six hours
a night for three weeks he’d be
tired too.” He has since moved into
a house he shares in Clarendon.

The Bucks County, Penn. native
moved about a month ago from
Shippensburg, which “is in the
middle of nowhere. It’s about as
rural as you could get. Kids there
milk cows in the morning and then
go to school.”

There were few to no openings
for teachers there. When he
learned some positions were avail-
able in Fairfax County, he applied
and was hired.

“I picked up my life and moved
to Virginia,” he said.

Now, after the move, sleeping on
an air mattress, and the experi-
ences of his first week of teaching,

Kopacz said he knows the mean-
ing of the word “flexible.”

AMANDA TROUT sees a very big
difference between Johnson City,
Tenn., where East Tennessee State
University is located, and Alexan-
dria, where she accepted her first
teaching job following graduation.

The cost of housing, transporta-
tion, food, and entertaining are all
more expensive here compared to
Johnson City, which is one reason
she lives in Herndon and com-
mutes to Hollin Meadows Elemen-
tary as a first grade teacher.

So why choose Alexandria? “My
husband brought me up here,” she
said. Married for less than a year,
her husband is a graphic artist for
the Washington Post.

Trout, who holds bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in early child-
hood education, experienced “just
what I expected” during her first
week of school.

“The kids were very excited to
see each other. Some kids are a
little homesick, others are afraid,
while still others want to jump
right in,” she said.

At 25, the Tennessee native
knew she always wanted to teach.

“I had good role models. I wanted
to go to school because of them. I
just gravitated toward it,” she said.

FAIRFAX COUNTY  Public
Schools has 13,746 teachers; 912
of those were newly hired for the
opening of the 2009-10 school
year. Nationally, there were 22.4
newly hired teachers per school
district in 2007-08 — the most
recent figures available — ranging
from an average of 2.1 new hires
in districts with less than 250 to
an average of 206.2 new hires in
districts with 10,000 or more stu-
dents, according to Kerry Gruber
with the National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics.

“Seeing kids learn
and watching
them grow is what
I wanted to do.”

— Eric Kopacz

I
n her first major initia-
tive since being ap-
pointed as executive di-

rector of Southeast Fairfax
Development Corporation,
Debi Sandlin readies plans
for SFDC to host a Business
Resource Summit for small
businesses on Nov. 17.

The theme for the business
summit is: “Surviving and
Thriving in Today’s
Economy: Business Resource
Summit.”

The keynote speaker will
be Stephen Fuller, director,
Center for Regional Analysis,
George Mason University

The SFDC is funded by the
Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors, and is guided by a
community-based Board of
Directors. Its purpose is to
assist businesses in identify-
ing and procuring property
to suit their needs, market
the Route 1 corridor as an
attractive commercial busi-
ness environment, promote
economic restructuring and
develop urban design plans.

In a recent interview,
Sandlin outlined the follow-
ing initiatives:

❖ A quarterly business
seminar focusing on issues
impacting business growth.

❖ Developing a proactive
marketing campaign to in-
crease visibility of the Route
1 corridor.

❖ Improve relationships
with county, business and
civic organizations.

For more information, visit
www.SFDC.org

— Gerald A. Fill

Summit for
Businesses

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…
Your
Newspaper
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Please be advised that on Saturday, September 19, 2009, between
9:15 and 9:45 p.m. a very brief fireworks display will take place as

part of a private event at George Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate
& Gardens. The Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association thanks you for

your tolerance and apologizes for any disruption.

To receive Mount Vernon fireworks notifications via e-mail,
write to Events@MountVernon.org

For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

which can be finished off or left as a workshop/storage area.  Just
down the street from Ft. Hunt Elem.  Minutes to Ft. Belvoir &
Huntington Metro.

Alex./Stratford $559,900
 8716 Linton Lane

Lovely 4BR, 2.5 BA Colonial w/brick
front & carport. Very competitively
priced in mid 500s. This is not a
short sale or bank owned.  Family
room w/fireplace off the kitchen.
Hardwood floors on the main & upper
levels w/partial, unfinished basement

is.  3 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 minutes to Metro and Old Town,
Alex.  Short Sale, subject to third party approval.

Alex/Woodlawn Terrace
$239,900

8214 Ackley Street
Charming Cape Cod on a large,
fenced .25 acre lot.  Beautifully
updated kitchen and baths.  Nice
addition with family room and work-
shop.  Shows very well. Sold as

Alex./Mount Vernon $529,900
9326 Craig Avenue

Large brick 5 BR, 3 BA split w/2-car
garage on a .4 acre lot in lovely Mt.
Vernon area w/lots of trees.  2 fire-
places, energy efficient replacement
windows, beautiful refinished hdwd
floors on main level, new carpeting,
landscaped fenced rear lot w/huge

deck off sunroom addition, freshly painted interior & exterior.
Superbly priced so renovate kitchen/baths to your desire. Easy
commute to Ft. Belvoir, Alex, Old Town, D.C./Pentagon.

Alex./Mount Vernon $595,000
9005 Nomini Lane

Large, stately Colonial w/2-car garage
on quiet cul-de-sac. Beautifully updated
kitchen opens to breakfast area & family
room w/fireplace. Gorgeous hdwd
flrs.Huge bedrooms. Spacious master
bedroom w/lg dressing area & walk-in

closet. Private, landscaped backyard w/new exquisite patio-great for enter-
taining. Unfinished basement offers ample storage. Scenic commute along
G.W. Parkway—Ft. Belvoir, Old Town, Ntl. Airport, D.C. & Pentagon.

Alex/Mt. Vernon $949,900
9428 Mount Vernon Circle

Spectacular all brick Colonial on a quiet
cul-de-sac in prestigious water front com-
munity Mt. Vernon on the Potomac. Main
Level: Den/Study, LR, DR, totally reno-
vated Kitchen (granite, top of line appli-
ances, ceramic tile flr), Breakfast rm &
sun rm.  4 spacious bedrooms & large

unfin basement w/side entrance. Beautiful in-ground pool w/separate heated
Jacuzzi.  Superb landscaping.  Access to dock & private slip-boaters haven!
5 min to Ft. Belvoir, 15 min to Old Town, 25 min to Ntl Airport.

hdwd floors on main level & new ceramic tile floor & carpet in lower lvl. Freshly
painted interior& exterior. This is a finely polished pearl! 5 minutes to Ft.
Belvoir, 15 minutes to Alex, 25-30 minutes to Nat’l Airport, Pentagon or D.C.

Alex/Mount Vernon  $539,900
9413 Forest Haven

Lovely, renovated, 4BR, 3BA Rambler on a
huge .59 acre private & wooded lot.
Prestigious Yacht Haven Estates is a pre-
miere waterfront community w/one of the
finest marinas in N. VA.  3000 sq.ft. ram-
bler w/updated kitchen & baths, refinished

Alex/Wessynton  $795,000
3406 Wessynton Way

Large Beautiful 5BR, 3BA Contemporary
Colonial on a spectacular .6 acre wooded
lot.  3 finished lvls, numerous upgrades
including a completely renovated kit &
master bath.  Bedroom & full remodeled
bath on mn lvl along with a wall of win-
dows overlooking a large koi pond &

beautiful in-ground pool.  One of Wessynton’s most unique & treasured
properties. Community pool, tennis court & hiking trail.  A boat launch
which allows easy access to the Potomac River.  Minutes to Ft. Belvoir, Old
Town, Huntington Metro, National Airport, Pentagon or D.C. 
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Youngsters expressed their creativity with
sidewalk chalk during Art at the Center’s
“Big Chalk Draw” on Sept. 4. The Center’s
owner and former art instructor Kathryn
Coneway said the event gave children the
rare opportunity to play in a parking lot
while letting loose through drawing.

‘Big Chalk Draw’

Denali Mason, 4, chalks the pavement.
The “Big Chalk Draw” was held to prepare
young students like Mason for their return
to school.

Ryan Coneway, 6, and his brother Kevin, 4,
help color the parking lot. Throughout the
year, Art at the Center offers classes for
youngsters to expand their creative thinking. Photos by Ansley LaBarre/The Gazette

News
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7-Day Alaska Cruise from $649
11-Day CruiseTours from $1049

Imagine spectacular glaciers. The stillness of a remote mountain valley. Or seeing bears in their
own habitat. Holland America Line Alaska cruisetours afford you more time in the grandest
places, giving you far better opportunities to encounter the natural wonders you came to see.

Adventures as grand
as Alaska itself.

MacNair Travel Management
703-836-1101

Don’t miss our OnStage
Alaska Presentation

September 19th at 3:30pm
At the Lyceum

Space is limited - RSVP today

Spacious, Elegant Ships • Gracious, Award-Winning Service • Worldwide Itineraries
Extensive Activities and Enrichment Programs • Sophisticated Five-Star Dining

From Page 1

Specialty Care Helps Reshape Hospital
tal and, according to Inova representatives, it con-

tinues today.
Barbara Doyle, Inova Mt. Vernon Hospital CEO

since 2006, said, “As a result of careful planning,
expanded patient specialty services, recruiting ad-
ditional doctors, administrative improvements, and
new construction designs over the past several years,
our 237 beds and services are now used in the fol-
lowing manner:”

❖ 140 beds: medical/surgical inpatients
❖ 67 beds: rehabilitation patients (stroke, brain

injury)
❖ 30 beds: inpatient behavioral health unit
❖ 237 beds, total.
“In addition to our $30 million investment in

Mount Vernon Hospital over the past five years, in
2011, at a projected cost of $27 million, we will begin
constructing a Lorton Healthplex to serve initially
as a 24-7 emergency clinic, laboratory, and imaging
service. More serious acute care medical problems
coming to the Lorton clinic will be referred to Mt.
Vernon Hospital for follow-up,” Doyle said. “We ex-
pect to begin caring for patients at the Lorton
Healthplex by December, 2012. Later, the plan is to
expand the services at this site to include an ambu-
latory surgery center; however, that remains as an
option depending on the demand for our services.”

Doyle believes Inova Mount Vernon Hospital
should be thought of as both a local community hos-
pital and a regional medical facility serving patients
from Northern Virginia and throughout the region.
“Not only are we drawing patients from the Wash-
ington metro region, but throughout the U.S.” She
cited the following specialty services that will con-
tinue to establish the Hospital’s growing reputation
as a regional medical facility:

❖ Dorothy Fisher Wound Healing Center: Includes
two hyperbaric oxygen therapy units. Patients with
difficult chronic healing problems (ex. diabetic ul-
cers, foot care, pressure ulcers, decompression sick-
ness, tissue necrosis, infected skin grafts) are referred
to this center by plastic surgeons and vascular sur-
geons, among others. The cCenter averages 6,000
outpatient visits annually.

❖ Inova Breast Care Institute (BCI): Inova Mount
Vernon Hospital has applied for national accredita-
tion for their (BCI) service. Factors that will deter-
mine accreditation include: accuracy of diagnosis;
time it takes to see a doctor; time taken to complete
a mammogram, speed of referral, etc.

❖ Radiology Center Improvements: On Oct. 19

the hospital will host an open house for the public to
see the improvements made to this service. Over $14
million in renovations have been completed in this
area.

❖ Joint Replacement Orthopedic Program: Its
record of excellence has been recognized nationally
by the Joint Commission; a Gold Seal of Approval
Award for its hip and knee replacement program, one
of only four institutions in Virginia given this recog-
nition.

❖ Emergency Room Reforms: A new process has
been established in which a nurse practitioner is
present daily to evaluate and treat patients with less
acute medical problems.

Other patient care improvements include the pur-
chase of emergency generator for $5 million. Addi-
tional millions of dollars have been invested in the
installation of electronic medical records system; MRI,
$2.1 million; CT scanner, $1.2 million; new digital
mammography equipment; heart telemetry monitor-
ing system, $1.2 million.

What financial challenges are ahead?
“Approximately 48 percent of our budget is derived

from Medicare patient reimbursements; 10 percent
from Medicaid reimbursements, and a small percent-
age of reimbursements derived from Tricare. Thus,
approximately 60 percent of our reimbursements are
derived from government-funded programs,” said
Doyle. “Looking at past reductions in government re-
imbursement, we have to be prepared for further
potential cuts. This means we need to continue to
look for more cost efficient ways to operate without,
of course, diminishing the quality of care for our pa-
tients. I believe we are now doing just that here at
Inova Mount Vernon Hospital.”

CEO Barbara Doyle
Hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBO) nurse in attendance:
Joan Wirising.
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control program in Virginia, Maryland and
Washington D.C. that was set up through an
agreement with each state government and the
Metropolitan Washington Council of Govern-
ments. But last year, Virginia withdrew its fund-
ing from the program as a result of budget con-
straints, said Hyland.

At the urging of Hyland, the supervisors voted
to reopen the discussion about water plant con-
trol with the Army Corps of Engineers and local
council of governments.

— Julia O’Donoghue

News

From Page 1

River Weeds
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Opinion

F
airfax County schools reported this
week that about 20,000 students are
taking at least one Advanced Place-
ment or International Baccalaureate

course this fall, an increase of 700 over last
year.

Students benefit from participating
in advanced level coursework in many
ways. Coping with even one class with
higher-level expectations helps in preparation
for college classes. Completing advanced
courses in high school is a good indication of a
student’s ability to complete college level work.
While that ability is just one element of col-
lege success — organization, time manage-
ment, discipline and more are major factors

— the confidence that comes with the experi-
ence is key.

Many students who have taken a full AP or
IB program report an easier time with the aca-
demics of their first year of college, although

there are no doubt plenty of other ad-
justments to make.

Students who take a full complement
of AP or IB coursework also lay the

groundwork for getting more out of college,
and possibly paying less.

A good score on AP or IB exams can be
counted for credit in some colleges, so a stu-
dent with many advanced credits from high
school can move directly into upper levels of
courses when they arrive in college. And with

credit, some students are able to graduate in
three or three-and-a-half years, potentially sav-
ing tens of thousands of dollars in the mean-
time.

Parents and students in schools that offer
International Baccalaureate instead of Ad-
vanced Placement should know that students
who successfully complete an IB course are
likely to perform well on the related AP exam,
and would be well advised to register to take
that AP test. While most colleges accept an AP
score of 3 or more for either credit or place-
ment, some colleges are still less consistent
about how they handle IB test results. Having
the AP test score can make the process in col-
lege much simpler. High schools offering IB
should also be encouraging their students to
take the AP exams.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

More participation in upper level courses
bodes well for students headed to college.

More Advanced Courses

Editorial

Letters to the Editor

Comparing
Apples
To Oranges
To the Editor:

A specious comparison, [“Tale of
Two Schools - West Potomac out-
performs state, nation in SATs,
while Mount Vernon is below av-
erage,” Sept. 10.] illustrates what’s
wrong with the testing mania af-
flicting American education:
sound-bite headline journalisti-
cally, sound-bite methodology
educationally.

SAT stands for Scholastic Apti-
tude Test, not Scholastic Achieve-
ment Test. A student’s aptitude
and achievement are
apple and orange
measurements. Apti-
tude measures reason-
ing ability and expec-
tation of academic
success; achievement
measures what and
how much a student
knows given their life
circumstance. Invidi-
ous confusion then
comparison of the two
can produce an untrue
relation — a “tale.”

Educational and so-
ciological research has
long since concluded
that socio-economic
status is a major com-
ponent of so-called ap-
titude. It has nothing
to do with character, a
highly arguable frac-
tion with innate ability.
Abstraction facility and
life circumstance are
inextricably inter-

twined. Except to elaborate the ob-
vious socio-economic differences
the schools’ principals amply cite,
comparison of the scholastic apti-
tudes of West Potomac H.S. with
Mount Vernon H.S. students is edu-
cationally useless at best, cynically
detrimental at worst.

When the Gazette headline be-
gins with “Tale,” buyer beware.
Attempting to foment controversy
and disturbance by comparing the
schools’ apple aptitude numbers
as though they were orange
achievement measurements is a
disservice to students, schools,
and the community.

Rocky Curtis
Alexandria

See Letters,
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Historic Moment
To the Editor:

On Thursday night Sept. 10, I
had the opportunity to represent
my community in what can only
be considered an historic event. I
have lived in the Mt. Vernon Dis-
trict pushing 70 years and my fam-
ily in the District for nearly 75
years. In addition, I was born in
the District and not many can lay
claim to that.

In those years there have been
three history making events. First,
the creation of the Mount Vernon
Council of Citizens Associations
(MVCCA) nearly 40 years ago.

Second, the election of Gerald
Hyland as supervisor 20 years ago

and third, the Sept. 10 meeting of
the MVCCA to vote on nomina-
tions for the upcoming Area Plan
Review Process.

The first of these events has sig-
nificantly forged the development
of the Mt. Vernon District from a
rural suburb where Route 1 was a
two-lane highway to what it is to-
day. What makes Sept. 10 an his-
torical marker, is it represents a
transfer of land use decisions from
the hands of the developers, spe-
cial interests and sometimes nar-
row-mindedness of various county
agencies to where that decision
belongs, squarely in the hands of
the citizens.

Although the majority of the
nominations were confined to the

revitalization of the
Route 1 Corridor, a
few involved proper-
ties outside the corri-
dor important in
bringing the vision of
a better District into
fruition which also in-
cludes properties
owned by the county.
Through several
months of public input
meetings and melting
together the concerns
of many diverse
groups into their
nominations, the
Council’s Special Com-
mittee on Strategic
Planning has done a
remarkable job in gar-
nering consensus.
Consensus is always a
key to progress and
when the Council
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Virginia House
of Delegates,

November 3, 2009
Contact us to become a

Precinct Captain.

703-960-5602
GailParker2006@aol.com

Build Rail Now!
More Trains,
Less Traffic

Paid for by Gail for Rail Parker HOD Campaign Fund

Elect Gail “for Rail” Parker

• Replace with Original 400 SERIES Andersen Windows
• Entire Window Frame, Sill & Trim Replacement
• Tilt-Easy Cleaning
• High-Performing Glass
• Maintenance-Free Fibrex Sills
• Grille Options Available

Andersen Warranty • Professional Installation • Free Estimate

POST BUILDERS, INC • 703-780-1051

Come home to Andersen©

From Page 8

Letters

See Letters,  Page 16

Board was asked the important
question: “Do all the committees
agree with the nominations pre-
sented here tonight” the answer
was “yes.” This is in itself historic
given conflict of positions between
committees over the years.

Historically the citizens have
only been in the position of react-
ing to nominations presented by
developers, special interests and in
some cases, profiteers. Over the
years the Council has been suc-
cessful in mitigating some of the
development, and has been instru-
mental in getting certain land use
elements into the Comprehensive
Plan, but the gains made were re-
sults of reactive strategy. The out-
reach to the citizens by the Stra-
tegic Planning Committee in order
to achieve a proactive approach to
land use issues which brought
forth a consensus of citizen vision
is revolutionary.

It has been said that one of the
most important elements of the
Revolutionary War was not only
that we won the war, but that we
decided to go to war. The major-
ity of us living in the Mt. Vernon
District who love it and respect it,
should be grateful that this citizen
dream for a better district was

tributions to the vision, and by
doing so, you honor the greatness
of our historic past.

Dan Fisher-Burrier
Immediate past co-chair

MVCCA

Reform MVCCA
To the Editor:

I was one of over 20 signatories
to a letter published in the Mount
Vernon Gazette on April 2. Among
the points raised in that letter,
which concerned resolutions of the
Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’
Associations (MVCCA), was that
the MVCCA does not represent the
views of the Mount Vernon com-
munity as much as they would like
us to believe that to be the case.
In subsequent letters to the editor
from me personally, I have raised
that point again.

There could be no better ex-
ample of that fact than what hap-
pened last Thursday at the meet-
ing of the MVCCA Council con-
cerning proposed nominations for
amendments to Fairfax County’s
Comprehensive Plan. One nomina-
tion concerned the Little Hunting
Creek Pumping Station. That

given legs by the Special Commit-
tee but we should also feel in-
spired by the vote of the Council
members to give that dream
wings. This decision to transfer
land use decisions to the people
by the Council, who represents
them, is indeed historic and in the
end, there is no doubt this citizen
vision will prevail whether it be
this time around or next, the pro-
cess can not now be reversed, the
first step of citizen action has been
taken. Collectively the citizens
have chosen to advance their
dream of a better Mt. Vernon Dis-
trict, and you have an opportunity,
if not a responsibility, to partici-
pate in and strengthen the process.
There will be several APR Task
Force public meetings, Planning
Commission and Board of Super-
visors public meetings, giving you
ample opportunity to have a voice
in the final outcome of the nomi-
nations. Traces of the past still con-
nect the Mount Vernon District to
the historic beginnings of this
great nation, and as the District
keeps pace with the times, we
must still honor and remember its
past. As the vision for the District’s
future is forged, I urge all of the
residents of the District to partici-
pate in this exercise in democracy,
make your own or collective con-

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Where & When
The ASO performs music of Vivaldi, Respighi,

and Gershwin Saturday, Sept. 26 at 8 p.m. The
concert takes place at the Rachel M. Schlesinger
Concert Hall & Arts Center (NOVA Alexandria
Campus, 3001 Beauregard St.). Tickets start at $5
for youth (8-18), $20 for students, $35 for seniors,
and $40 for adults. Free parking. Visit
WWW.ALEXSYM.ORG or call 703-547-0885.

Alexandria Symphony
Opening Night 2009
The Peasant celebrates with song and dance
The pleasure of the rich harvest,
And full of the liquor of Bacchus
They finish their merrymaking with slumber.

— Antonio Vivaldi

Oh! The inspiration that springs from
Nature! Throughout the ages Mother Earth
and all Her elements have inspired poets to
their pens, artists to their canvas and com-
posers to their music. This year the Alex-
andria Symphony Orchestra celebrates
this link between mu-
sic and nature all sea-
son long with music by
Vivaldi, Beethoven,
Brahms, Debussy, Mahler, as well as
Orff’s Carmina Burana.

The ASO’s 2009-2010 “Inspired by Na-
ture” season begins on Saturday, Sept. 26
at the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center with Seductive
Soundscapes. This evocative and dynamic
program begins with “Summer’ and “Au-
tumn” from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons.
Inspired by four paintings of the seasons
by artist Marco Rici, these colorful concer-
tos seek to bring each season to life. Vivaldi’s
masterfully descriptive music and accom-
panying sonnets were conceived to be an
artistic tour de force, marrying the arts of
painting, poetry and music. This extraordi-
nary music was as new and exciting to
people in Vivaldi’s time as the release of an
eagerly anticipated movie is for us today.
In fact, if he were writing today I am sure
he would have a rich career as a film com-
poser!

Vivaldi’s classic Four Seasons can be ap-
preciated purely as music — the irresistibly
toe-tapping, humming along, smile induc-
ing music that it is. His sonnets and refer-
ences to Rici’s paintings just make it all that
much more enjoyable! Depictions of a faith-
ful dog barking, the swarms of flies and
hornets, walking precariously on ice in win-
ter are not only ingenious but just plain
funny! We will provide you with Vivaldi’s
sonnets so that you can revel in the music/
sonnet relationship and find the playful and
poignant stories for yourselves. All four of
the Four Seasons will be presented through-

out our “Inspired by Nature” season. No
matter how many times I have conducted
or performed this music I never tire of its
special charms and addictive beauty.

Our opening night Seductive
Soundscapes program continues with
Respighi’s Pines of Rome. I am always
struck by the majesty of the pine trees in
Rome and no other composer has so beau-
tifully and movingly captured their mystery
with music as has Ottorino Respighi. This
is highly evocative orchestral writing in-
deed! Orchestral musicians, conductors,
and audiences love to play and hear this
music because, as we say in the business,
“it makes the orchestra ‘sound’”. Respighi
calls for an extra brass choir to be offstage
for added effect!

Back-by-popular-demand, Carlos
Rodriguez  will be performing
Gershwin’s rousing Piano Concerto in
F, adding an exclamation point to this exu-
berant opening night. I look forward to see-
ing you at this glorious beginning and
throughout the season as we bask together
in the celebration of music “Inspired by
Nature!”

See you at the Concert!
Kim Allen Kluge

Music Director,
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra

The Twig Sponsors Its 68th
Tour of Homes in Old Town

Musings from

the Maestro

The Twig, an auxiliary of Inova Alexan-
dria Hospital, will host its 68th Tour of
Homes in historic Old Town Alexandria on
Saturday, Sept. 26 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The 2009 tour features five private resi-
dences filled with antiques and artifacts and
two other properties in the historic district
that have been restored, maintained,
adapted and furnished for living in the 21st
century. They are all located within a two-
block distance of South Washington Street

(King to Franklin).
The tour features condos hidden in large

expansive structures, former residences that
are now businesses, and former businesses
that are now fine residences.

Tickets are $30 in advance/$35 on the
day of the tour.  Check the web site
www.TheTwig.org for details and exact lo-
cations.  Proceeds from the tour help The
Twig to complete a $750,000 pledge for a
state-of-the-art tertiary Twig Pavilion at
Inova Alexandria Hospital, as well as help
provide nursing scholarships.

Ticket may be exchanged on the Tour Day
for the 68th Tour Booklet with maps and
descriptions of the homes.

Exchanges and Tour day purchases maybe
made at:

❖ The Twig Thrift Shop, 106 North Co-
lumbus Street;

❖ Ramsay House Visitor’s Center, 221

King Street
❖ The Lyceum Gift Shop, 201 South

Washington Street.

From South Columbus Street

200 block of South Columbus

800 block of Duke Street

House on South Columbus Street.

500 block of South Washington

 The General's Club Condominium

Photos by Betty Prouty/The Gazette
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Theatre

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

T
he Little Theatre of Alex-
andria turns to a tried and
true, reliable comedy for its

latest pleasurable piece of foolish-
ness that generates loads of laughs
five performances a week.

In “The Foreigner,” playwright
Larry Shue taps into the very hu-
man phenomenon that sees people
giving lots of leeway to foreigners
who may not know the niceties of
local customs or understand the lo-
cal language. Just how much can
you get away with if everyone in the
room thinks you don’t know any
better? And just how much might
you learn if no one watches what
they say in your presence? Shue’s
pretend-foreigner finds out in this
contrived but delightful comedy.

MATTHEW HARTMAN combines
charm and comedy as the title’s
“Foreigner.” He’s nearly sluggish in
the early scenes when he’s supposed
to be so shy and withdrawn that he’s
panicked at the thought of conver-
sations with strangers. But, when
John McCracken, as his host for a
three-day stay in a backwoods fish-
ing lodge in Georgia tells the inn-
keeper (the high-energy comedian
Mollie Wise) that he doesn’t speak
a word of English, his comic engine
begins to get up a real head of
steam.

The role gives Hartman plenty of
opportunities for physical comedy,
often bordering on classic mime. A
highlight of the first act finds him
matched with Nathan Tatro as a
bright fellow whose been convinced
that he is actually a dim bulb in an
evil plot to steal his inheritance for
nefarious purposes. The two engage
in a delightful exchange of moves
and expressions. Later, Hartman
adopts a pretend-patois as his char-
acter fakes learning English in or-
der to communicate with his new
friends. The patois will sound famil-
iar to fans of Robin Williams in the
old television series “Mork and
Mindy.” That may be a bit distract-
ing but is not an unreasonable comic
choice for Hartman to have made.

Hartman remains the focus of the
piece throughout the evening and has
the skills to pull it off while others con-
tribute in selected scenes. Wise and
Tatro are impressive as are Nicole
Goeden, as an innocent young woman
being victimized by a plotting Michael
Reid, and David James, as a bigot with
KKK ambitions.

Director Frank Pasqualino keeps

‘The Foreigner’ Generates
Spontaneous Laughing

Michael Reid (Rev. David Marshall Lee) and David
James (Owen Musser).

Matthew Hartman (Charlie Baker) and Nathan Tatro
(Ellard Simms).
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the pace brisk and makes sure that
the focus for each scene is clearly
established precisely where the
greatest comic payout can be had.
The script itself is weighted down
in the early going with lots of plot
information that the audience must
absorb, and Pasqualino can’t quite
overcome that burden. But he gets
his cast beyond that and pulls out
as many stops as possible for the
second act.

New to the Little Theatre’s stage
is set designer/painter Erin Cumbo
who continues the company’s tra-
dition of impressive, highly detailed
sets. She has been tapped to design
two more of the company’s produc-
tions this season, the main December
show, which is the holiday version of
the “Plaid” series, “Plaid Tidings,” and
a more adult show, “Dog Sees God,”
that will play as an after-hours offer-

ing on the same evenings.
Brad Hathaway reviews theater in

Virginia, Washington and Maryland
as well as Broadway, and edits
Potomac Stages, a web site covering
theater in the region
(www.PotomacStages.com). He can
be reached at Brad@Potomac
Stages.com.

Where and When
“The Foreigner” plays

through Oct. 3 at the Little
Theatre of Alexandria, 600
Wolfe Street. Performances
are Wednesday – Saturday at
8 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m.
Tickets are $15 - $18. Call
703-683-0496 or log on to
www.thelittletheatre.com.
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-

9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your
Faith Community

call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

http://www.elisabethvontrapp.com/

Sunday School classes (child to adult) and youth group (7th to 12th grade)
9am-12  Mon-Fri Pre-School  • www.wesleyva.org

Come see us Sunday too!  10am Sunday worship service

Elisabeth von Trapp in Concert
7:30pm, Friday 9 Oct at

Wesley United Methodist Church
Free but Limited Seating!  Call 703-780-5019 for your tickets today!

8412 Richmond Ave, Alexandria, VA 22309
(just off Richmond Hwy near Ft. Belvoir & Mount Vernon)

The Hills are Alive with the Sound of Music!
Historical figure and Kennedy Center performer,

Calendar

THURSDAY/SEPT. 17
Photographing America with Jim

Steele. 6-8 p.m. Chat with the
photographer about all the
photographic possibilities in
Alexandria. At Morrison House, 116
South Alfred Street, Alexandria. For
more, email
Pamela.Cressey@alexandriava.gov.

Fall Book Sale. 4-9 p.m. At The
Charles Barrett Library, 717 Queen
Street, Alexandria. Call 703-838-
4555.

The Jefferson Street Strutters. 7-9
p.m. Enjoy traditional jazz and
American popular songs from the
early years of the 20th century. At the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, part of
the Thursday Nite Local Spotlight
series. At 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-4565 or go
to www.torpedofactory.org.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 18
Fall Book Sale. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. At

The Charles Barrett Library, 717
Queen Street, Alexandria. Call 703-
838-4555.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 19
Book-signing. 1 p.m. By former

Alexandrian Laurie Cameron, a first-
time author, co-wrote “The Ghost of
Old Oak Way,” a mystery set in
Alexandria, with her niece Laura
Meagher of Plainfield, Ill. The book
recounts the adventures of Eliza
Hamilton, whose family owned The
Bookshop in Alexandria during the
Civil War. At Horray for Books, 1555
King St. Cameron,

Genealogist Char McCargo Bah. 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Free. Tells how she
successfully traced descendants of
people buried at Freedmen’s
Cemetery and how these techniques

can be applied to any family
research. At the Alexandria Black
History Museum, 902 Wythe Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-4356 or
visit www.alexblackhistory.org.

Annual Gala. 6-10 p.m. at River Farm.
The American Horticultural Society
gala’s honorary chair is Cathal
Armstrong. 703-768-5700 ext. 127
for tickets.

Country Western Dance. 8:30-11
p.m. At Luther Jackson Middle
School, 3020 Gallows Road, Falls
Church. Bill Cole will be the DJ.
Eileen Scott will teach the “Quarter
to Six line dance and review the “My
New Life” line dance beginning at
7:30 p.m., and Keith and Linda
Buckle will review the “Chiquita” and
Charleston Bump” couples specialty
dances at 8 p.m. Admission is $10 for
NVCWDA members, $12 for non-
members, and $5 for ages 16-20 with
student ID. Visit www.nvcwda.org or
call the  hot line 703-860-4941.

Book Signing. 10 a.m. to noon.
Author Laurie Cameron, who wrote
“The Ghost at Old Oak Way,” a kid’s
mystery set in Alexandria, visits
Barnes and Noble, Potomac Yards,
and Horray for Books from 1-2 p.m.

Author Connie Briscoe. 10:30 a.m.
Will discuss her newest book, “Sisters
and Lovers,” and celebrate 10 years
with The Harambee Readers at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane, Alexandria.

On-Stage Alaska. 3:30 p.m. Free,
multi-media Alaska travel
presentation created to provide a
glimpse of the history, scenic
grandeur, wildlife and friendliness of
the people to those planning an
Alaska vacation. At the Lyceum. Call
703-650-5266.

Fall Book Sale. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. At
The Charles Barrett Library, 717
Queen Street, Alexandria. Call 703-
838-4555.

Family Fun Day. Features food, live
entertainment, fun and interactive
exhibits and activities. Sponsored by
the Center for Alexandria’s Children.
Held at John Adams Elementary
School, 5651 Rayburn Avenue,
Alexandria.

SEPT. 19-20
18th Century Craft Fair. 9 a.m. to 5

p.m. More than 40 juried artisans
will demonstrate their trades and sell
their wares. Demonstrations, crafts
and entertainment.  At Mount
Vernon. $15/adults, $7/ages 6-11;
free for children under 5. Call 703-
780-2000; 703-799-8697 (TDD);
Visit.MountVernon.org

SUNDAY/SEPT. 20
18th-Century Fashion Show. 3 p.m.

Be a part of the discussion that
covers the fast-paced changes of
clothing during the lives of the
Carlyle House women in the later
half of the 18th-century. Admission:
$10 for adults, $5 for children. At the
Carlyle House terrace. Reservations
required, call 703-549-2997.

MONDAY/SEPT. 21
Wine Tasting. 5:30-7 p.m. Discuss the

wine making process with Dan
Dineen and Michael Kerrigan while
sipping on bottles from Australia and
New Zealand and snacking on light
fare prepared by Fontaine Chef and
Owner Kyong Yi. Priced at $20 per
person.  At Fontaine Caffe &
Creperie, 119 S. Royal Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-533-8151.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 23
Virginia WPA Writers.  Old Town

resident David A. Taylor, the author
of Soul of a People: The WPA
Writers’ Project Uncovers Depression
America, will discuss “The WPA
Writers’ Project in Virginia,” and talk
about the process of making the
1930s Virginia guidebook and some
of the surprises you find there at 7:30
p.m. At the Lyceum, 201 South
Washington Street in Alexandria.  Go
to www.alexandriahistorical.org or
703-683-2636. Free.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 24
Alexandria Film Festival Kickoff. 6-9

p.m. Up to a dozen “silent” films will
show simultaneously throughout the
building with live music enhancing the
sensory experience. The 3rd annual
Alexandria Film Festival will be at the
Masonic Temple from Sept. 25 to 27,
101 Callahan Drive, Alexandria. The
festival includes high quality
independent short and feature length
films, documentaries, filmmaker panels
and arts presentations. At the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-4565,
www.torpedofactory.org.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 20
Kim and Reggie Harris Perform. 7

p.m. $18/general, $15/members. At
Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria. Contact:
Kay at kay@focusmusic.org, 703-
501-6061, or log onto
FocusMusic.org.
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Sports

O
ne week after blowing out ri-
val Mount Vernon to open the
season, the West Potomac football

team lost to Westfield, 35-14, on Friday at
WHS.

West Potomac (1-1) trailed 14-7 with less
than a minute to play in the first half when
the Wolverines had a punt blocked. The ball
was recovered for a touchdown by Westfield
(1-1), which entered the locker room with
a 14-point advantage and eventually led 35-
7 in the fourth quarter.

The Wolverines’ first touchdown came in
the opening quarter, when quarterback
Colin Mathewson connected with Shawn
Lee for a 35-yard score, tying the game at
7. Mathewson also threw a 20-yard touch-
down pass to Jalen Dawson with 40 sec-
onds remaining in the fourth quarter.

Mathewson completed 16 of 30 passes for
191 yards and was intercepted once. In two
games, the senior completed 33 of 58 passes
for 486 yards and six touchdowns in the
Wolverines’ no-huddle spread offense.

Receiver DeAndre Essex finished with two
catches for 26 yards Friday. Essex caught
eight passes for 194 yards and three touch-
downs in week one.

Lee caught six passes for 71 yards against
Westfield.

Running back Darel Layne carried 12
times for a team-high 68 yards.

West Potomac travels to face Chantilly (1-
1) tonight.

Shorthanded Mount
Vernon X-Country
Opens Season

The Mount Vernon cross country team
opened its season Saturday at the Monroe
Parker Invitational.

Majors coach Willie Medley said
several of his athletes did not com-
pete due to attending college leader-
ship camp. The boys finished 26th out
of 26 teams and the girls did not
record a team score.

The girls were without senior and
No. 1 harrier Corinthia Evans. The
battle for the No. 2 spot will be be-
tween sophomore Rachel Nelson and
freshman Bridget Thompson. Evans
placed fifth in Saturday’s junior var-
sity race and Thompson was 37th in
the freshman race, according to Med-
ley.

Mount Vernon’s top finisher in
Saturday’s varsity race was Regina
Thompson, who placed 120th with a
time of 22 minutes, 18.25 seconds.

“Overall, the performance of the
girls, I’m pleased with where we are,”
Medley said.

On the boys side, senior Angel
Medrano was the Majors’ top varsity
finisher, placing 90th with a time of
17:29. Medrano is Mount Vernon’s

No. 1 boys harrier.
Andrew Perez competed in the junior var-

sity race but is slated to be the Majors’ No.
2 varsity runner. Alex Kerr is the No. 3.

Medley said he just wanted to see his ath-
letes finish their season-opening race.

“That gives us a base, a foundation for
the rest of the season,” he said.
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West Potomac Falls to 1-1 with Loss to Westfield

West Potomac quarterback Colin Mathewson,
right, fires a pass while Wolverine lineman
Matt Cunningham (71) prepares to block a
Westfield defender.

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

T
he West Potomac boys cross
country team entered
Saturday’s Monroe Parker meet
with a goal in mind: make a

statement through team success.
Mission accomplished.
The Wolverines finished first as a team

with 122 points, 25 better than second-
place Jefferson. Peter Stebbins was West
Potomac’s top individual finisher, placing
13th with a time of 16 minutes, 7 seconds.

“Winning as a team was definitely the
main priority,” Stebbins said. “It’s nice to
run fast, but it’s better when it’s the whole
team involved.”

Stebbins said his team was a personal best
by eight seconds.

Khoki Bernier placed 15th for West
Potomac, finishing with a time of 16:12. Ben
Aleixo was 26th (16:27), Peter Coffey 33rd
(16:35), Brady Corum 35th (16:40), Max
Muir 38th (16:41) and Graham Kolle 40th
(16:46).

Stebbins said the Wolverines wanted to
show off their abilities.

“I don’t want to make it a rivalry, but we
really wanted to come out and make a state-

ment [to] South County and Lake
Braddock,” he said. “They’re our two dis-
trict rivals and … our two main goals are
to win district and go to state. Since this is
pretty much all the northern region, we re-
ally wanted to come out and make a state-
ment … [to] let people know we’re kind of
a force to be reckoned with this year.”

Did they make that statement?
“Yeah, definitely,” Stebbins said. “Hope-

fully.”

THE GIRLS TEAM, led by a fifth-place
individual finish by senior Kelsey
Rosenberg, came in second with 95 points,
18 behind meet winner Lake Braddock.
Rosenberg posted a time of 18:39.05.

Julianne Bigler finished 21st for West
Potomac, posting a time of 19:20.17. Sa-
rah Jane Underwood was 22nd (19:22.69),
Dale Lescher 23rd (19:24.34), Mackenzie
Cate 24th (19:26.42), Colleen Boyle 31st
(19:43.36) and Sami Miller 55th
(20:24.01).

West Potomac assistant coach Jenn Dietz
praised Rosenberg, who the coach said has
battled iron issues.

“She’s really pushed through a lot for the
team,” the coach said. “We needed some-
one up there in the top five and she did
that for us. She’s really stepped up as a se-
nior. … I think that made the difference in

us getting second place — having someone
up there. We had a very strong pack in two
through six, but we needed a front-runner
and Kelsey stepped up and did that today
for us.”

Dietz said Wolverine coaches have chal-
lenged harriers to be more aggressive.

“I wanted to see them go out and com-
pete and try to mix it up,” she said. “That’s
what all the coaches have been saying this
season. We want them to go out and try
and win races and compete with people, not
worry about what spot they are on the team,
but worry about who they’re beating on
other teams.”

If the Wolverines could use some more
motivation to succeed, look no further than
head coach Don Beeby, who is in his 25th
and final season coaching the Wolverines.
While Beeby said he is looking forward to
“turning the page” in his life, the Wolver-
ines are looking to send their coach out in
style.

Beeby was attending a wedding in Texas
on Saturday, but he was updated about the
Wolverines success. While West Potomac is
off to a strong start, Beeby said the overall
success of the team won’t be determined
until later in the season.

“The leaves are still green and it’s still
warm outside,” Beeby said. “It counts in late
October” and early November.

West Potomac’s Kelsey Rosenberg
runs on her way to a fifth-place
individual finish Saturday at the
Monroe Parker Invitational.

Wolverines make
statement at
season-opening meet.
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West Potomac Boys Take First, Girls Second

Mount Vernon
Shut Out by
T.C. Williams

The Mount Vernon football team
struggled on offense for the second
straight game during a 33-0 home
loss to T.C. Williams on Friday.

T.C. Williams (1-1) limited Mount
Vernon’s option offense to two first
downs and 56 total yards. The Ma-
jors penetrated Titan territory only
twice, getting no farther than the T.C.
Williams 26-yard line.

Mount Vernon lost its opener to ri-
val West Potomac, 42-3, during which
the Majors were limited to six first
downs and 46 total yards.

“We’re a young team and we just
haven’t found our step yet,” Mount
Vernon coach Tom Glynn said. “We’ve
got no swagger. We’re just unsure of
ourselves.”

Mount Vernon (0-2) blocked a T.C.
Williams punt in the third quarter and
took over at the Titans 48-yard line. On the
ensuing play, a Majors ball carrier gained
22 yards but fumbled the ball back to T.C.
Williams at its own 26.

Kenneth Harris led Mount Vernon with
19 carries for 54 yards.

The Majors travel to face Edison (1-1)
tonight.

Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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Letters

Pumping Station is located at the corner
of Thomas J. Stockton Parkway and
Londonderry Road deep within the
Stratford Landing community. It would only
impact the Stratford Landing community,
yet the record is clear that Stratford Land-
ing had no substantive knowledge concern-
ing the proposed nomination until I found
out about it on Aug. 28, and promptly
brought it to the attention of the Stratford
Landing Citizens’ Association (SLCA) Presi-
dent.

The nomination was shepherded through
the MVCCA by Stratford Landing resident
Elizabeth Martin, a member of the SLCA
Executive Committee (EC) who for a num-
ber of years has sought, in vain, commu-
nity acceptance of her “vision” for the pump-
ing station lands. Strangely, although the
SLCA EC has met every month this year
except August, it never took up the issue of
the proposed nomination and apparently
has been unaware of it until I brought it to
the SLCA President’s attention.

At the MVCCA Council meeting last
Thursday, the SLCA asked the MVCCA
Council to accept a friendly amendment to
the proposed nomination stating that the
SLCA would soon plan to conduct a refer-
endum concerning the proposed nomina-
tion and asking the MVCCA to agree to with-
draw the nomination if the referendum in-
dicates opposition to the nomination on the
part of the Stratford Landing community.
SLCA made it clear that if the proposed
amendment was not accepted, SLCA would
oppose the proposed nomination.

The MVCCA Council first refused to ac-
cept the amendment as a friendly amend-
ment and then voted against it on the mer-
its. MVCCA Council opponents stated that
it would be inappropriate to give an indi-
vidual community association veto power
over an MVCCA resolution. With that, the
SLCA indicated its intention to oppose the
proposed nomination and voted against it.
Given the fact that Stratford Landing is the
only community affected, one would think
its views would be respected by the MVCCA.
Wrong again. The MVCCA voted over-
whelmingly to file the proposed nomination
with the County over the objection of the
only community affected.

The MVCCA was more concerned about
preventing a community association from
being able to veto an MVCCA resolution
than it was concerned to respect the views
of the only community affected by the reso-
lution. Mount Vernon community residents
beware — the MVCCA lurks out there ad-
vocating the views of those who currently
lead it and cares not the least about whether
the views of its leaders are rejected by the
very communities or property owners it
purports to represent and serve. (For ex-
ample, Chairman Dhillon conceded that
Burke & Herbert Bank & Trust Company and
the owner of the adjacent service station
on Sherwood Hall Lane were not notified
concerning a proposed nomination affect-
ing their properties.)

… As an aside, I sought to be recognized
during consideration of the pumping sta-
tion nomination. Chairman Dhillon asked

See Letters,  Page 18
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

EmploymentEmployment

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

JUST LIKE NEW CLEANING SERVICE
Specializing in:

•Surface Cleaning  •Deep Down Scrubbing
•Move-in/Move-out Cleaning  •Organizational Services

✦ Ask About Summer Specials ✦
Free Estimates, Personalized Service

Licensed/Bonded/Ins.

Call Jessie @ 703-763-6751

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

TAYLOR HANDYMAN
Small Jobs Welcome

Gutter repair, wood fencing,
deck restoration

pressure washing, landscaping,
bathroom caulking, vinyl floors, minor

plumbing, general repairs & more

703-780-4181
Cell: 571-245-7492

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
✦Exterior Wood Rot More!

Deck & Fence repair, 
No jobs too large or small

Free est. 37 yrs exp.  Licensed, Insured
703-987-5096

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

ADMIN / BOOK-KEEPER
Full-time, excellent salary depending on 
experience for a Cruise-Tour Company 
with a 40 year history located on the riv-
er in Old Town Alexandria.  Must be en-
ergetic and detail oriented with excellent 
phone and computer skills overseeing 
payables, billing, banking, data entry 
and assisting in other office duties. 
Knowledge of MS Word & Excel a plus.  
Immediate opening.  If you are experi-
enced, fax resume to 703-684-7060.

CRUISE TRAVEL CONSULTANT
Full time cruise travel consultant with 
solid experience selling cruise-tours (es-
pecially Alaska). Can earn large income 
(salary + comm) with benefits.  No cold 
calls.  We provide quality leads for up-
scale Holland America products.  40 
years in business, located on the river in 
Old Town Alexandria.  Fax resume to 
703-684-7060.

FT SALES ASSOCIATE
Our Health Food Store needs a depend-
able, energetic person to participate in 
our growth.  Retail exp. req’d.  Health 
benefits, 401(K).  Call: 540-751-9346

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

Our summer workers have returned to
school. Ideal for students/others. Flex
Schedules. Sales/svc. PT/FT. Conditions
apply. All ages 18+. Call Mon. – Fri. 9-5

703-359-7600

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS

Great Pay!

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎
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A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Green Lawn Companies
20-40% off all services
•Mowing •Trimming •Mulching

•Seeding •Sodding
•Planting & Designs

•Power Washing

703-400-8664

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

www.pmasonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-842-7884

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING
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Co-Chair Patrick Rea for permission to
recognize me. Mr. Rea refused stating that
if I wanted to be recognized, I should run
for SLCA President. So much for the notion
that MVCCA meetings are public meetings
at which interested citizens are welcome to
contribute their thoughts and views.

The MVCCA purports to represent about
60 community associations in the Mount
Vernon District. We found out last week that
although the MVCCA has received member-
ship dues from the SLCA since the MVCCA’s
inception 40 years ago, it not only doesn’t
represent the interests of the SLCA, instead,
it ignores those interests and acts contrary
to them. Earlier this year, I made a Free-
dom of Information Act request that re-
vealed 228 community associations in the
Mount Vernon District. Thus, at best, the
MVCCA represents barely one-quarter of the
community associations in the Mount
Vernon District. Hardly a monopoly.

The concept of the MVCCA is a good one.
The current leadership of the MVCCA needs
to be reformed or changed. The sooner, the
better.

H. Jay Spiegel
(Editor’s note: Due to space limitation, this

letter was edited; text of Mr. Speigel’s letter can be
found at www.connectionnewspapers.com.)

Work Together
To the Editor:

Former Republican Delegate Medico’s let-
ter in the Sept. 10-16 Gazette about the
pending health care legislation proves one
thing: he’s against it and I’m for it.

I, a rather senior senior, am for it because
I believe that each of us has a responsibility
to our community to protect the weak, heal
the sick, treat others as we would be treated.
Today, millions of our citizens have no as-
sured health care. Some 18,000 of our
neighbors die each year because of lack of
health insurance. That’s one every half hour.
That could be your child or your neighbor.
Or you.

It is unlikely to be me or Mr. Medico be-
cause we, like 29 percent of other Ameri-
cans, are already guaranteed government
health care paid by Medicare, Medicaid, the
Veterans Administration, the military ser-
vices or the prison system.

The United States, the richest nation in
history, can provide the health insurance
that every other advanced nation guaran-
tees its citizens. We need the moral deter-
mination to do so.

Even Bob Dole, the Republican Senate
leader who headed the defeat of the Clinton
health bill in 1994, now says that it should
have been enacted and is now working to
support the Obama health care package.

Mr. Medico assures us that he is not op-
posed to the legislation moving through the
Congress. But, in parsing his latest objec-
tions, the common sense conclusion must
be that, in fact, he does oppose it.

I am glad to concede that my assumption
that his gall bladder medical costs were
covered by Medicare was incorrect since he
explains that he does not have Medicare
insurance coverage.

I’m sorry, however, that he is not covered
so that he could know from personal expe-
rience, as I know, that no government offi-

From Page 16

Letters

cial ever interfered with my extensive medi-
cal care.

While his payment experience may have
been “irrelevant”, my Medicare experience
was a very relevant refutation of the spec-
ter of “government” interference with doc-
tor - patient relations.

Mr. Medico ticks off various proofs from
the House Tri-Committee bill (H.B. 3200)
that the legislation would mean a “govern-
ment takeover of the health care system
with troubling provisions that could ad-
versely affect health care for Americans
particularly for seniors.”

It is rewarding to check these claimed
proofs of a “government take-over” and
“troubling provisions” that he cites. Read-
ers who don’t happen to have a printed copy
handy can examine the House text at
WWW.House.gov, click on “Find a bill” and
insert H.B. 3200.

To save the reader some eye strain, here
is the gist of M.r Medico’s citations.

Page 42, Sec 142; Page 29 (lines 4-16)
and Page 87 (line 7) are all aspects of con-
sumer protection for purchasers of health
care insurance and the creation and man-
agement of the Health Insurance Exchange
in which consumers could compare and
shop for the insurance coverage best suited
to their pocket books and needs. That’s it.
Not a government take over but government
protection of the consumer.

Page 425-430 (sec 1233) would autho-
rize payment to physicians for their coun-
seling of patients, at their request, no more
than once every five years, about advance
directives, living wills, durable powers of
attorney and other end of life options.

This is recommended by the AMA, AARP
and Consumer Reports, among others. It
makes good sense to help those who can-
not afford to consult a private lawyer or
physician about preparing for old age just
as my wife and I have long done.

Mr. Medico also argues that “Medicare is
going broke” and that paying the cost of
the President’s reform would suck money
out of the already under-funded Medicare.
That would mean a reduction in Medicare
benefits to seniors. He also wants to “elimi-
nate billions of fraud in Medicare pay-
ments.”

In fact, both the House bill and the Presi-
dent are focused on eliminating that waste
and fraud to help defray the costs of uni-
versal coverage.

In any event, Mr. Medico’s claim about
sacrificing Medicare is unconvincing. First,
because the Democrats, who created Social
Security and Medicare and have defended
both from Republican attempts at
privatization, would be the last to weaken
one of their proudest achievements. Second,
because the President pledged in his address
to the Joint Session of Congress to protect
Medicare as a “sacred trust.”

This is the moment to tell our elected rep-
resentatives to get behind the President to
begin to correct our long standing failure
to provide all of our citizens with the sta-
bility and security of health insurance that
other modern nations have long enjoyed.

Thomas Fina

(Editor’s note: Due to space limitation, this
letter was edited; text of Mr. Fina’s letter can be
found at www.connectionnewspapers.com.)

ALEXANDRIA SOUTH $579,000
Move-In Ready

Immaculate, brk
front colonial
w/remod wlk-out
bsmt w/den, 4 BR,
3.5 updated BA,
updated KIT, bay win-
dow, 2 Wlk-in closets, FR w/gas FPL, newer win-
dows, deck, garage, patio. Nr FT Belvoir & More.

CECIL LOGAN
703-407-1953

RE/MAX Allegiance

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

Waterfront without
crossing Bay Bridge.

St. Mary’s County, MD
$279,000

Completely
renovated in 2005 with
dock. Owner licensed

real estate agent.
14511 E Way Drive, Scotland, MD

Call Elda Branham (301) 502-2161
RE/MAX 100,  23076 Three Notch Rd., California, MD 20619

www.ScotlandBay.com
CALL ABOUT OPEN HOUSE DATES

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

15 Getaways 15 Getaways

FOR SALE
John Deere LX178 Lawn Tractor,  
38-inch deck, Kohler water-cooled 

engine, good tires, new battery.  
$1200.  

703-757-6506 or Fgaibler@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FOR SOLID WASTE 
PERMIT-BY-RULE FACILITY

In accordance with Virginia Solid Waste Management regula-
tions 9 VAC 20-80-485.2.g., citizens may comment on a per-
mit-by-rule application for a materials recovery facility to be lo-
cated at 10100 Furnace Road in Lorton, Virginia. COMMENT 
PERIOD: September 8, 2009 through October 19, 2009.
NAME AND ADDRESS OF APPLICANT: W&N Material Re-
covery Facility, 10001 Furnace Road, Lorton, Virginia 22079.
The facility is owned and operated by Furnace Associates, 
Inc. PURPOSE OF NOTICE: The purpose of this notice is to 
allow the public to comment on a proposed material recovery 
facility, which will operate under a permit-by-rule to be issued 
by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality after pub-
lic comments are received. PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The 
facility is located on a 9.7 acre property off Furnace Road. The 
facility will accept construction and demolition debris and will 
process the waste to recover recyclable materials, such as 
cardboard, steel, or brick. Recyclable materials will be shipped 
off-site and reused, while remaining residuals will be shipped 
off-site for disposal. No waste materials will be left on-site. TO 
REVIEW THE PERMIT APPLICATION: A copy of the permit-
by-rule application document is available for review at the Lor-
ton Public Library, 9520 Richmond Highway, Lorton, Virginia 
22079 under the title W&N Material Recovery Facility. HOW 
TO COMMENT: Written comments may be submitted at any 
time during the comment period via e-mail to the following ad-
dress: wncomments@geosyntec.com. Alternatively, written 
comments can be mailed to: Hearing Officer, c/o Geosyntec 
Consultants, 10220 Old Columbia Road, Suite A, Columbia, 
Maryland 21046. Comments must include the name and ad-
dress of the person commenting as well as a brief statement 
regarding the interest of the person commenting and how the 
operation of the facility may affect the citizen. Oral and written 
comments will be received at a public meeting to be held at 
7:00 p.m. on October 19, 2009 at the Lorton Public Library, 
9520 Richmond Highway, Lorton, Virginia 22079.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

3 RE for Rent

ALEXANDRIA SOUTH
OFF BELLE VIEW BLVD

Nice SFH, 3 BR 1 BA,  
CAC, W/D, nice hrdwd flrs, 

Gas heat, fenced bk yd, 
off-street pkng. Nr Metro, 

schools, shops, rec center. 
N/S, small dogs considered. 

$1345/mnth. 703-360-
5885(owner/agent)

21 Announcements

Yard Sale   Sat 9/19
9100 Old Mt. Vernon Rd., Alex

8am -- noon

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

29 Misc. for Sale

DISNEY PINS
Lots available 

703-216-9501  703-765-6530

34 Pets

Loving attentive care for 
your cat(s) & other indoor 
pets while you are away. 

Able to administer insulin for 
diabetic cats & comfortable 

with administering some 
meds. am., pm. & weekend 
visits. Will also bring in mail 

& water plants if needed. 
For rates please call 

703-868-3038 or e-mail
catcaresvcs@yahoo.com

102 Instruction

Floral Design
C L A S S E S
An Introductory

3-Part Series Workshop
Join Stephanie Melvin as she
teaches how to design stylish,

seasonal centerpieces!
$255, Starts

September 21
Spaces are limited!

(703) 360-1042
WisteriaFlorals.com

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified
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Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center

3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com
Open 7 Days a Week

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday 12-5 p.m.

             Belleview
Belleview Shopping Center

1600A Belleview Blvd
Alexandria, VA 22307

571-384-6880

Our 2nd Alexandria Location
Opening September 2009!

♦ Real Estate
♦ Mortgage

♦ Closing Services
♦ Insurance

703-360-7400
www.weichert.com

8301 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309

CALL JOYCE CLEVENGER  703-851-6929 or 703-780-4012
View listing on www.homesdatabase.com/joyceclevenger

CALL LINDA SWEENEY 703-203-1005

ALEXANDRIA SO $609,900

FORMER MODEL LOADED WITH UPGRADES
Gourmet kitchen w/granite counters, cherry cabinets & HW floors. Exercise rm w/sauna
&shower.  MSTR BR w/2 walk-in closets, cathedral ceiling, wet bar, sitting rm w/gas fireplace.
MSTR BA w/soaking tub, sep shower,double sink & ceramic tile. Plus much much
more. Directions: I95S to exit 166A Newington/FXCo Pky S to US Route 1 (RIc-
hmond Hwy( R, 1/2 to R Inlet Cove, immed R to Regional Inlet Cove to 7023

9119 CONTINENTAL DRIVE $574,950
Just move in, 4/5 bedroom, 3 bath Colonial Style Split Foyer with stunning
20x20 1st floor family room, two-car garage, lower level den with brick
hearth fireplace. Dir.:  From Mt Vernon Mansion take 235 W , L on
Cherrytree Dr, R Continental Dr to 9119 on left.

joyceclevenger@cox.net

RIVER TOWERS RESORT LIKE LIVING!
Pool, tennis, picnic grove, expansive gardens, etc.

Call for information about licensing.

Home Buyers
Seminar

Saturday, Sept. 19,
11am

Alexandria So, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,
new kitchen, nice yard,  $1750

Huntington Metro area,  5 Bedrooms,
3 Baths, many updates,  $2,200

Woodbridge,  3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths -
Everything brand new - $1500

FOR RENT

OPE
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2-
4 

PM
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1-
4 

PM

in closet and private balcony overlooking large rear lawn with
in-ground pool.

O
PE

N
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U
N

1-
5 

PM

ALEXANDRIA SO $539,900
BIGGER THAN IT APPEARS

Brick all around with two level addition on back.  Hardwood floors thru main
rooms.  Dream master suite with huge bedroom, fireplace, luxury bath, walk-

CALL JOSE FLORES 703-509-4778  |  HEIDI KABLER 703-850-2558

River Towers is minutes to Olde Towne, close to Mount Vernon,
bike path & Belle Haven Marina. commuter bus to METRO.
Contact Bob or Monique at Team Maison (703) 310-7880.

Open 2-4 6621 Wakefield Drive
Sleek light filled studio with fab
views in tip-top shape. $143,000

Open 2-4 6641 Wakefield Drive
Luminous one bedroom condo.
With picture windows. small office
Computer room. Well appointed
Kitchen - $179,900


